
Studio Cochineal is an artistic collaboration between Carl 
Schlerman and Bart Niswonger.  Together, we design and build 
functional furniture with an emphasis on cleanly designed forms, 
strong visual impact and rich tactile experience.

We built the Bowling Alley 

Coffee Table to illustrate 

uses for the type of recycled 

building materials the ReStore 

sells.  Feel free to follow 

our lead and build one for 

yourself.  

Alternatively, we can be 
commissioned through the 
ReStore to build one to 
suit your needs.

If you would like to see 
more of our work, please 
visit our website.  Look 
for us at Paradise City 
Arts Festival or the 
Providence Fine Furniture 
Show.

www.studiocochineal.com
413.268.3446

Studio Cochineal

Striped Cabinet
2005
42 x 55 x 21
Ash, dyes, paint, high gloss finish

Bowling Alley Table
2006

30 x 48 x 21
Recycled bowling alley, recycled 

doors, paint, catalysed varnish finish
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Creating the Top

0 Select a section of recycled bowling 
alley with as few flaws as possible

1 Split the bowling alley to width.

2 Cut it to length.  The strips of maple 
are nailed every 6” and glued.

3 Frame with U-shaped edges.  ¼¨×¼¨ 
rabbets should miss the nails.

3a Route rabbets on the long edges and 
glue new sides on.

3b Route rabbets across the grain and 
screw bread-board ends on, plugging 
screw holes 
with walnut.

4 Sand, fill 
and finish.
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Building the Base

1 Start with a recycled door, one without lead paint 
and large enough to give you legs and rails, or 
use two doors as we did.

2 Cross cut the door to get sections for legs and 
rip the stiles off what is left to make the rails.

3 Sand / plane off old finish as desired.  Clean up 
the edges with a table saw or plane.  Make the 
pieces the same shape and size.

4 Join leg sections to the rails with dowels.  The 
wedges get them tight.

5 Apply finish.
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